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Another step toward completing a series of authentic boogie
woogie piano solos is this new Albert Ammons collection. Again,
through the special process we have devised are we able to present

an accurate picture in notes of the Ammons style.

After culling the repertoire of Mr. Ammons, these five numbers
were selected. They represent a varied aggregation of his composi-
tions written over a period of years. Various experts and collectors
were consulted before the actual work began. It was only after this
advice were we satisfied that this book would be an important addi-

tion to the devotees of boogie woogie music.
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Albert Ammons = “u

! Famous Boogie Woogie Pianist




Albert AMMONS

If you saw Albert Ammons .walking down the
street, you would be impressed by his heavy, well
proportioned stature. His five feet, ten inches,
suggeét a football player or heavyweight boxer.
. But if you were privileged to hear him play piano,
you would note his adaptation of that physique
“to his technique. The bass notes rumble and the
right ‘hand darts out like streak lightning. His
control and sfrength are so impressive that you
expect him to hold the piano aloft in one hand

and play with the other.

Ammons comes from Chicégo; he was born
there in 1907 and spent most of his life on the
South Side. His early piano training consisted of
watching the keys and marking them when he
played the favorite piano rolls of the day. From
that training he developed the simple technique

which is proving so popular today.

Noteworthy in playing this music is the regu-
larity in which Ammons uses three chords

throughout his work. Memorizing these forma-

tions should simplify the execution of these
pieces. Similarly, the bass figures run regularly in
each respective piece. The most important thing
is to attain independence of the hands, which

comes with practice.

Since boogie-woogie is essentially a solo fea-
ture, the importance of originality and color is
most important. Albert’s early training with orch-
estras has helped him considerably, in this re-
spect. Playing with Meade “Lux” Lewis and
Pete Johnson has not had much effect on his
own style, though a few touches do show up.
The drive of his music_seems to thrill audiences

and remains his strongest point.

The amazing thing about boogie woogie is
that in spite of its simplicity it is inventive and
sincere. Albert Ammons is one of the piongers
and his name will go down in musical history
along with his co-workers, Meade “Lux” Lewis

and Pete Johnson.



As Played by Albert Ammons

BOOGIE WOOGIE STOMP

By
ALBERT AMMONS
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As Played by Albert Ammons

SHOUT FOR JOY

By
ALBERT AMMONS
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As Played by Albert Ammons

BOOGIE WOOGIE BLUES

By
ALBERT AMMONS
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As Played by Albert Ammons

BASS GONE CRAZY

16

By
ALBERT AMMONS
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20 As Played by Albert Ammons

MONDAY STRUGGLE

By
ALBERT AMMONS
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PIANOTATIONS

HINTS ON PLAYING THE ALBERT AMMONS STYLE BY PHIL LANG

The fundamental bass patterns frequently used by Albert Ammons may be sim-
plified for greater ease of playing:

AS WRITTEN SIMPLIFIED
Ex. 1 = frem— [ pe—— . — F_—_q_r pr— '.
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“Crushed” notes, which occur frcqucntly in cadences should be slurred and

executed very quickly. They should sound as 2 group of quick grace notes.
R

"Crushed" notes Ex. 6: . —- : j_g 5+
rushed” notes Ex fay L5 ’ =

J

~ Almost all tremolo chords are preceded by a short group of grace notes. As in
the case of “crushed” notes these should be slurred and executed qulckly to run

dnecdy into the tremolo chord.

Ex. 7: Ex. 8:
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LEEDS MASTERWORKS PIANO SOLO SERIES

Your favorite classics arranged for the average pianist by one of America's outstanding
young composers, Lou Singer. Your chance to play the classics in playable arrangements.

~ PIANO SOLOS OF
POPULAR CLASSICS

Grieg’s Piano Concerto in A Minor, Prelude
in A Major, Moonlight Sonata. Sisth Symphony
B Minor, Tschaikowsky's Excerpts. The original
themes from which 10 hit sonqs were adopted

Rimsky-Korsakoff's
SCHEHERAZADE

Rimsky-Korsakoff's beautiful Symphonic Suite
transenbed for piano solo by Lou Singer, and
arranged for the average pianist. Contains all
four parts. | The Sea and Sinbad's Ship
Il The Story of the Kalandar-Prince I, The
Young Prince end the Young Princess IV. (a)
Festival at Bagdad (b) The Sea (c) Shipwreck
(d) Conclusion,

Tschaikowsky's

NUTCRACKER SUITE

This edition of his Nutcracker suite was spe-
cially adapted for the average pianist. Here is
the complete work with all the musical color.
ing. Excellent for students from third qrade to
higher grades. Lou Singer s arrangements have
earned him the leadership in the field of popu-
Iar editions of famous classics.

Dverak's
NEW WORLD
SYMPHONY

The famous New World Symphony, by Anton
Dvotsk, his impressions of America. In piano
solo form for the average pianist, as arranged
by Lou Singer, well-known American composer
end arranger. Price 50c.

rrice 50c N usan
PER FOLIO
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> l FROM THE HOME OF BOOGIE‘WOOGIE!l &

THESE BOOKS WILL SHOW YOU HOW!

LEEDS"
EIGHT TO
THE BAR

BOOGIE WOOGIE
PIANO METHOD BOOK

The most famous book on
BOOGIE WOOGIE. Join
the thousands who have
found enjoyment playing
this fascinating American
musical style. A method
that has proven itselfl For
musicians, arrangers, teach-.
ers and pianists,

Price $1.00 un us.A)

THE BLUES

AND HOW TO PLAY 'EM

THE FIRST METHOD
ON THE BLUES
EVER PUBLISHED!

Designed for all grades of
pianists and arrangers. A
special section for begin-
ners. Contains a complete
course with graded solos.

Price$1.00 (N us.A)

BOOGIE
WOOGIE

FOR BEGINNERS

An easy, short way to learn
to play BOOGIE WOO-
GIE. For the elementary
and the average pianist.
Complete solos by Pete
Johnson, Albert Ammons,
Meade “Lux" Lewis, etc.

rrice 50¢ uNusa)

THE BOOK OF THE YEAR!
DOWN BEAT’S

88 KEYS TO FAME

30 SOLOS BY
30 FAMOUS PIANISTS!

. (WITH BIOGRAPHIES & PHOTOS)

PRICE $1.00 IN US.A.
Including Teddy Wilson, Freddy Slack, Alec Templeton, Pete Johnson,
Billy Kyle, Johnny Guarneri, etc.
Pianists who played with Harry James, Glenn Miller, Jinmy Dorsey
Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw, etc.

EVERY PIANIST WILL WANT ONE OF THESE BOOKS!

THE FAMOUS LEEDS 5 for 1 SERIES

This series contains solos transcribed
from the original versions of each of
the most famous “Boogie Woogie” and
Blues pianists — each book in series
contains five solos.
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