Step-by-Step Notes
Reducing Fractions to Simplest Form

Fractions should be written in simplest form, also called lowest term. We call converting a
fraction o simplest form “reducing the fraction to simplest form."

To reduce a fraction to simplest form, divide both the numerator and denominator by their .’
greatest common factor (the greatest number that goes into both). A fraction is in simplest '

form if their greatest common factor is one.

Example: Reduce % to simplest form.

Step 1: Find the GCF of 8 and 12.
8: 1, 2,48
12:1, 2, 3\4) 6, 12
The GCF is 4
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Step 2: Divide both the numer‘cx’ror and denominator by the GCF.
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_2 So, the simplest form of = is 2.
3 12 3
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Practice:
Determine whether each fraction is in simplest form. If not, reduce it to simplest form.
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